


Great Teaching  
with Strong  Support

High quality instruction occurs every day in 
every classroom, where we establish a safe 

and engaging learning environment. We 
support culturally-responsive instruction 

through effective leadership, ongoing staff 
learning, and a diverse staff reflective of 

our students.



3

key strategies
We will accomplish this by focusing on…

So, how’s it been going? The program 
has exited more than 2,000 students 
from the semester-long class since it 
started. “It’s a very popular program,” 
says Stu Soderquist, TSE instructor 
at Bellingham High School and 
coordinator of the program. “The kids 
are super motivated to be here. I have 
better attendance, better compliance 
than most classes, and the students 
really step up.”

One of the more personalized benefits 
of the in-school program is that if 
students need to repeat a drive or class 
learning module, instructors spend 
time with them until they’ve achieved 
proficiency—for no extra cost to the 
family. 

The TSE portion includes bringing 
in an insurance agent to explain the 
concept of insurance and why it’s 
required, as well as a police officer to 
talk about legal responsibilities and 
traffic laws. 

When students are in the personal 
finance portion of the class, they learn 
about topics related to purchasing 
and owning a car, including how to 
qualify for a loan, how to pay it off, and 
how compound interest works. “This 
class is being taught from a consumer 

Traffic safety classes  
popular and appreciated

When Bellingham Public Schools 
brought Traffic Safety Education (TSE), 
previously known as driver’s ed, back 
into high schools in 2018-19, the goal 
was equity, one of The Bellingham 
Promise’s cornerstones. TSE was phased 
out of many Washington schools 
in 2002 when the Washington state 
legislature stopped subsidizing it, which 
made offering it challenging for schools. 
But that meant students had to pay for 
private driving education to get their 
license, and for many families, the cost 
was and is beyond reach.

For three years and counting, students 
have been taking TSE for free at their 
high school. The one-semester class 
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