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Presentation Outcomes

• What are dual language programs? How 

do dual language programs fit within the 

larger Bellingham Public Schools 

context? 

• How are dual language programs 

structured?

• Where are we as a district in planning 

for dual language education?



https://medium.com/waospi/ospi-explains-what-are-dual-language-programs-aaba5c47fc41


“Forty years ago, the Supreme Court of the United States 

determined that in order for public schools to comply 

with their legal obligations under Title VI of the Civil 

Rights Act of 1964 (Title VI), they must take affirmative 

steps to ensure that students with limited English 

proficiency can meaningfully participate in their 
educational programs and services…

…so that they learn English and meet challenging State 

academic content and achievement standards.”

Defining Dual 

Language: 

Purpose-MLL
Education of Multilingual 

English Learners

https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/letters/colleague-el-201501.pdf




6 OSPI Approved Program Models for Multilingual English LearnersBilingual Education(English +)Dual Langue18Developmental Bilingual EducationTransitional Bilingual EducationAlternative Progrems 
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https://medium.com/waospi/ospi-explains-what-are-dual-language-programs-aaba5c47fc41


Presentation Outcomes
• What are dual language programs? How 

do dual language programs fit within the 

larger Bellingham Public Schools 

context? 

✓ Dual Language is one of 6 approved WA State 

program models that meets the legal 

requirement to serve mult i l ingual English 

learners.

✓ Decades of research show that dual language 

education is the only program model that 

prevents and closes opportunity gaps for 

mult i l ingual/English learners and other student 

groups that have been historically underserved.





G.L.A.D. Strategy: 
Pictorial Input Chart

How are Dual 

Language 

Programs 

Structured?



Presentation Outcomes

• How are dual language program 

structured?

• Three Pillars:

✓ Bilingualism/Biliteracy

✓ Academic Achievement

✓ Socio-cultural Competence

• Learners—English Experts and Spanish Experts 50/50

• Language Allocation—90/10 or 50/50



Where is BPS in 

the planning 

process?
Summary: 



2021-22
Formation 

of Dual 
Language 
Task Force. 
Learning 

Year.

2022-23
Team of 17 

attended La 
Cosecha 

Conference. 
DL Task Force 

and Sub-
Committee work.

2023-24
Detailed Dual 

Language 
Program Planning: 

staffing, 
instruction, 

professional 
development etc.

2024-25
Potential 

Start Date 
for 1st Dual 
Language 

Program in 
BPS

2025 and 
beyond:

Open 
additional DL 

Programs?

Where are we in the planning process?



Dual Language Task Force 

Meets Quarterly



Presentation Outcomes

• Where are we as a district in planning 

for dual language education?

✓ This is big system work with lots of 

implications, so we’re going slowly and being 

very intentional in our planning. Involving the 

community in committee work, attending 

conferences together to learn, etc. Part of 



Questions?
Mike Copland, micheal.copland@bel l inghamschools.org

Isabel Meaker, isabel .meaker@bel l inghamschools.org

Amy Carder, amy.carder@bel l inghamschools.org
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