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The following three graduation requirements currently apply for all students 
planning to graduate from Bellingham Public Schools.

2 3

REQUIREMENTS

CREATE A 
HIGH SCHOOL AND  
BEYOND PLAN 

What’s the High School 
and Beyond Plan?
The High School and Beyond Plan 
process is a graduation requirement 
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 English 4.0 
 English 101 1.0 
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Demonstrate Career 
Readiness with CTE 
Course Sequence* 

Students can meet pathway 
requirements by earning two credits in 
designated CTE course sequences that 
must align with their High School and 
Beyond Plan. (See page 20.)

• ACT Writing (≥ 14)
• SAT w/ Essay (≥ 410)
• Dual Credit ELA course (1.0 credit)
 - College in the High School
 - CTE Dual Credit 
 - Running Start
• Bridge to College ELA (1.0 credit)

Smarter Balanced (SBA) test in ELA and Math



8 High School Course Catalog 2024-25

General Information
This course catalog provides 
information on all courses offered 
by Bellingham Public Schools for 
the 2024-25 school year. We hope 
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The entrance requirements listed 
below are for general guidance. 
Please ask your counselor for help 
in checking the requirements for 
specific postsecondary institutions.

Washington Technical Schools:   
High school graduation or 18 years 
of age.

Washington Community Colleges: 
High school graduation or 18 years 
of age.
   
Four-Year Colleges and Universities: 
High school graduation; rigorous 
coursework; GPA, SAT and/or ACT** 
scores; four years of English; three 
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Art 1
Course Code: FAA 101
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Length of Class: Semester 
Credit: 0.5 Arts or Elective  (CADR)
�is course is an introduction to visual art through drawing, 
painting, design, color study and composition using a variety 
of materials and techniques. It covers basic art history and 
aesthetics. 

Art 2
Course Code: FAA 102
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Length of Class: Semester 
Credit: 0.5 Arts or Elective (CADR)
Pre-requisite: Art 1 or Drawing
�is course is a second level course to follow successful 
completion of Art 1 or Drawing. Students will build on the 
skills they developed, continuing their work on drawing, 
painting, oil pastel, print making and individual projects. Art 
criticism and a group project will round out the work in this 
class.

Art Studio (Studio Art)
Course Code: FAA 113
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12 
Length of Class: Semester 
Credit: 0.5 Arts or Elective  (CADR)
Pre-requisite: Art 2
�is course is designed for the student who is capable of 
independent study and is interested in actively pursuing the 
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Jewelry Making Advanced
Course Code: FAA 307
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12
Length of Class: Semester 
Credit: 0.5 Arts or Elective  (CADR)
Location: Sehome
Pre-requisite: Jewelry Making
�is course is designed to extend and go beyond the skills 
learned in jewelry making 1.  We will practice advanced 
techniques using various materials such as metal, clay, glass, 
and wire. Students will learn how to master the fundamentals 
of design within their
small sculptural pieces. We will also explore the evolution 
of jewelry and personal adornment throughout history and 
among cultures.

Painting 
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Orchestra: Advanced 
Course Code: MUS 402, 403
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12
Length of Class: Year-long
Credit: 1.0 Arts or Elective  (CADR)
Pre-requisite:  Middle school orchestra experience  
and /or audition
�is group is composed of students who audition in the spring. 
�is course emphasizes a very high standard of musicianship 
and discipline. �e group works together to develop playing 
skills while learning and performing string and symphonic 
music from the classical and popular realms. Students will 
perform orchestra literature ranging from modern to classical. 
Interested students will learn how to lead ensemble through 
their rehearsals and �nally their performance. �e orchestra 
performs for community programs, concerts and contests.

Orchestra: Chamber
Course Code: MUS 405, 406
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12
Length of Class: Year-long
Credit: 1.0 Arts, CTE or Elective  (CADR)
Pre-requisite: Audition and concurrent enrollment in 
Orchestra: Advanced or Intermediate
�is course is designed for the serious string music student 
who is willing to work on more di�cult music for a specially 
quali�ed group. Emphasis is placed on advanced orchestral 
literature written for smaller ensembles. Students participate 
in numerous performances for school and community events, 
develop performance skills that can lead to employment 
and higher education studies. Students must participate 
concurrently in Orchestra: Advanced or Intermediate.

Percussion Ensemble
Course Code:  MUS 108, 109
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12
Length of Class: Year-long
Credit: 1.0 Arts or Elective  (CADR)
Pre-requisite: Previous band experience
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AGRICULTURE & NATURAL RESOURCES

Agriculture, Hunger and Environment
Course Code: CTH 121/122
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12 
Length of Class: Year-long 
Credit: 1.0 Science, CTE or Elective (CADR)
Location: Options
Explore the world through food and food systems. �is course 
includes hands-on gardening and classroom work to prepare 
for outside learning. Join service-focused �eld trips to local 
farms and food equity. Learn through doing about our local 
food web, food justice, sustainable growing practices and 
careers in agriculture.

Environmental Science 
Course Code: SCI 111, 112 
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Length of Class: Year-long 
Credit: 1.0 Lab Science or CTE (CADR, NCAA)
Location: Bellingham and Squalicum
Students taking this course will gain an understanding of the 
properties, structures and changes of Earth’s physical and 
living systems. Units of study include: weather, climate, plate 
tectonics, ecology, climate change and motion. �is course 
provides laboratory experiences. 
 
AP Environmental Science
Course Code: SCI 591, 592 
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Length of Class: Year-long 
Credit: 1.0 Lab Science or CTE  (CADR, NCAA)
In AP Environmental Science students will learn about 
environmental issues from a scienti�c perspective, learn 
to evaluate the relative risks associated with problems and 
identify possible solutions. Topics of study include human 
population growth, invasive species, the impact of food 
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and business fundamentals. Marketing principles are learned 
and applied through individual and group projects and guest 
speaker presentations. �is hands-on class prepares students 
for entry-level employment in marketing related jobs and 
provides a foundation for students planning to study business 
in college. FBLA (Future Business Leaders of America) and/or 
DECA memberships are available and recommended.

*T- Marketing Advanced
Course Code: CTB 122 
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Length of Class: Semester 
Credit: 0.5 CTE  or Elective 
Pre-requisite: Marketing
Students will build on their business experiences by 
developing leadership and marketing skills and applying 
them to special areas of interest including sports and 
entertainment, fashion and apparel and hospitality 
management. Careers speci�c to these multi-billion dollar 
industries will be explored and students will have the 
opportunity to work in teams to advance their learning 
in specialized study for their particular areas of interest. 
Course content includes: promotion and advertising, business 
concepts, communications, �nancing, product service 
planning, selling and human relations. �is class develops 
speaking, writing and technology skills through group work, 
business reports and business presentations.

*T- Microsoft Office Specialist
Course Code: CTB 205 
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12 
Length of Class: Semester
Credit: 0.5 CTE or Elective 
In this competency-based course, students will take their 
Microso� O�ce skills to the next level. Upon completion 
of a variety of advanced simulations and business-related 
projects, students will have gained the upper level knowledge 
and skills necessary to meet the certi�cation requirements to 
be a Microso� O�ce Specialist (MOS) in Word, PowerPoint 
or Excel. In today’s competitive job market, this credential 
will give students an advantage as employers recognize and 
value MOS certi�cations in the workplace. FBLA or DECA 
membership is available and recommended.

Personal Finance
Course Code: CTB 405 
Grade Level: 11, 12 
Length of Class: Semester 
Credit: 0.5 CTE, Math or Elective
In this course, students will learn important math skills 
necessary to calculate and analyze information to make 
knowledgeable economic decisions related to their future 
personal �nances. Topics covered throughout the semester 
include: �nancial planning, earning, budgeting (spending/
saving), investing, credit, insurance, banking services, income 
tax preparation and career exploration. Career and Technical 

student leadership opportunities are available through FBLA 
or DECA. �is course has similar content to Financial Algebra.
 
*T- Technical Literacy
Course Code: CTB 101 
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Length of Class: Semester
Credit: 0.5 CTE or Elective 
Technical Literacy is a graduation requirement. Students will 
learn technical skills using Microso� O�ce Suite products. 
Students will cover topics surrounding digital citizenship, 
reinforce keyboarding skills, and begin to develop career 
awareness to help design their High School and Beyond Plan.  

*T- Technical Writing
Course Code: ENG 407
Grade Level: 11, 12
Length of Class: Semester
Cro1 
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Traffic Safety and Financial Education
Course Code: TSE 240/241
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*T-American Sign Language 3
Course Code: WLA 105, 106
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12
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Cosmetology
Course Code: CTF 321/322
Grade Level:  11, 12 
Length of Class: Year-long
Credit: 2.0  
Location: Bellis Fair Mall 601
Pre-requisite: Open Invitation/Application process
Cosmetology is the study of hair and skin care. It is a thriving 
and lucrative industry that is practiced throughout the world. 
Topics covered in this course include shampooing, hair 
cutting, coloring, styling, sanitation and safety, customer 
service, business and skin care. Participants will have the 
opportunity to combine practical knowledge and hands-
on training obtained through a combination of bookwork, 
videos, lectures, demonstrations and practice. �is course 
will be a natural �t for individuals who are creative and want 
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International Foods
Course Code: CTF 128
Grade Level: 11, 12 
Length of Class: Semester 
Credit: 0.5 CTE or Elective
Pre-requisite: Culinary 2
Location: Sehome, Squalicum
Students will participate in both individual and group tasks 
that explore the preparation and production of foods from 
throughout the world.  Students will study cuisines and 
cultural understandings as well as the heritage and historical 
context from Asia, the Mediterranean, Latin American, 
Europe, and regional American locations.  In a lab-based 
environment, students learn and demonstrate culinary arts 
skills used within various geographic regions around the world.  
Students explore the traditions, customs, techniques, culinary 
tools, and major ingredients within speci�c cuisines

Latinos in Action (LIA)
Course Code: CTF 235/236
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12 
Length of Class: Year-long
Credit: 1.0 CTE or Elective 
Latinos in Action (LIA) is a national program designed to 
provide students with the following three components: College/
Career Readiness, Leadership Experiences/Development, and 
Community Service via Tutoring. �roughout this year-
long course, students are immersed in a culturally-relevant 
curriculum that closes the opportunity gap for Latino youth. 
Students are provided an opportunity to serve their community 
by providing literacy tutoring to elementary students

Leadership Studies
Course Code: LEA 100, 101
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Length of Class: Semester 
Credit: 0.5 CTE or Elective 
Pre-requisite: Open application process 
�is class includes speci�c areas of study such as 
communication, organization and decision making. It is 
designed for ASB o�cers and any other students interested in 
learning about and demonstrating leadership.  Much of the 
course involves working on school service projects. 

Living on Your Own
Course Code: CTF 102
Grade Level: 11, 12 
Length of Class: Semester 
Credit: 0.5 CTE or Elective
In this course, students will gain the skills necessary to be 
successful living on their own a�er graduation.  Students 
will learn how to: identify a career, search and apply for a 
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*T-Teacher Academy 2 
Course Code: CTF 222, 223
Grade Level: 11, 12 
Length of Class: Year-long 
Credit: 1.0 CTE, English  or Elective; dual credit 
available through WCC CIHS (College in High School)
Pre-requisite: Teacher Academy
In the second year of this class, students will continue to re�ne 
the many skills needed in the education profession such as 
lesson planning, di�erentiated instruction and classroom 
practicum experience. 

Teacher Academy — Multilingual Peer Practicum 
Course Code: CTF 237
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Length of Class: Semester
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Sports Medicine 2
Course Code: CTH 205, 206 
Grade Level: 11, 12 
Length of Class: Year-long 
Credit: 1.0 CTE or Elective
Pre-requisite: Sports Medicine  
�is course is a continuation of Sports Medicine and 
provides students with instruction in advanced techniques 
and processes. �is course will give students hands-on 
experience evaluating injuries commonly sustained by 
competitive athletes. It includes all areas of sports medicine 
such as terminology, musculoskeletal anatomy, evaluation, 
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and operation; stage management; costume design and 
construction; and �y rigging and operation. Students are 
trained for responsible work force positions in the technical 
aspects of theatre.

Video Game Design
Course Code: CTI 450
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12
Length of Class: Semester 
Credit: 0.5 CTE, Arts or Elective 
�is hands-on introduction to computer science uses 
interactive animations to teach logical and algorithmic 
thinking and programming concepts. Topics include simple 
data types, control structures; an introduction to array and 
string data structures and algorithms; recursion; event driven 
programming; multimedia and simple animation; basic 
so�ware development and modularity. Novice programming 
students create their own video games while they learn 
programming.

Video Game Design, Advanced
Course Code: CTI 452 
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Length of Class: Semester 
Credit: 0.5 CTE, Arts or Elective
Pre-requisite: Video Game Design
Students can turn their passion for video games, art and 
graphic design or technology into a future career in a 
multibillion-dollar video game industry. A state-of-the-art 
computer lab provides learning opportunities in game analysis, 
game design, creation of characters and their environments. 
A wide range of skills will be developed in the class, including 
story boarding, sketching, rendering, animation and program 
debugging.

Video Productions
Course Code: CTI 205 
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Length of Class: Semester
Credit: 0.5 CTE or Elective (CADR)
�e class will focus on the use and operation of all aspects of 
basic video production in a video/media lab setting. Students 
will create and complete projects that help develop real-life 
skills to be used in a video production environment. Students 
must be able to meet deadlines and work in team settings.

Video Productions, Advanced
Course Code: CTI 206 
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Length of Class: Semester 
Credit: 0.5 CTE, Arts or Elective (CADR)
Pre-requisite: Video Productions
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CTE COURSES continued
Woodworking Foundations Advanced
Course Code: CTT 108
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12
Length of Class: Semester 
Credit: 0.5 CTE, Art or Elective 
Pre-requisite: Wordworking Foundations
Location: Squalicum 
Advanced Woodworking builds on the skills mastered 
in Woodworking Foundations.   Students will learn to 
use more advanced machines that can be used in cabinet 
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Chicano/a Literature
Course Code:  ENG 433
Grade: 11, 12
Length of Class: Semester
Credit: 0.5 English or Elective (CADR)
Pre-requisite: ENG 101, 201
Location: Sehome, Squalicum
�is reading and writing intensive course will engage 
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Creative Writing
Course Code: ENG 600
Grade: 10, 11, 12
Length of Class: Semester
Credit: 0.5 English  (CADR, NCAA)
Pre-requisite: English 101
Students will become more successful writers through 
experimenting with a variety of writing techniques and 
forms. Learning experiences will include analyzing models of 
professional writing, engaging in creative writing processes 
and working collaboratively to provide feedback in a writing 
workshop setting. 

Film Studies 1: Writing about Movies
Course Code: ENG 415
Grade: 10, 11, 12
Length of Class: Semester
Credit: 0.5 English  (CADR, NCAA)
Pre-requisite: English 101 (May be taken concurrently 
with ENG 201) 
�is is an introductory course to better understand �lm, 
moving beyond simply enjoying �lms in order to answer 
many important questions about the medium itself: “How do 
movies express meaning? What choices do directors make 
while creating a �lm and why do they matter? How have 
genres changed over time? Why are some �lms classics and 
others considered duds?” �roughout the course, students 
watch, study and discuss the past, present, and future of �lm. 
Expect to watch �lms with a critical eye, produce written 
work, participate in conversations and class discussions, study 
�lmic terms and concepts, and deliver short presentations. 
�rough this class, students will further develop their 
curiosity and passion for �lm. 

Film Studies 2: Writing about Genres
Course Code: ENG 417
Grade: 10, 11, 12
Length of Class: Semester
Credit: 0.5 English  (CADR, NCAA) 
Pre-requisite: Film Studies 1 (May be taken 
concurrently with ENG 201) 
Location: Bellingham, Sehome
In Film Studies 2, students will study the conventions of 
Hollywood �lm genres to better understand how genres 
function. Students will learn what social forces in�uenced 
the origin of certain genres, how they’ve evolved since their 
inception, and why they have gained (or lost) popularity with 
audiences over time. Since genres are a great way to learn about 
our own culture, we will look at what science �ction, horror, the 
musical, dramas, gangster, combat �lms, and others, can teach 
us about ourselves. As a class, our goal will be to thoroughly 
dissect these �lms through writing, discussions, and projects 
to understand their importance to our culture and today’s 
cinematic landscape. 

High School English 101 
Course Code: ENG 101, 102
Grade: 9
Length of Class: Year-long
Credit: 1.0 English  (CADR, NCAA) 
�e study of literature, including novels, short stories, drama 
and non-�ction, will develop each student’s literacy skills. 
Student writing will include expository pieces, multi-paragraph 
essays of persuasion and literary analysis, autobiography/
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AP Language and Composition
Course Code: ENG 391, 392
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Science Fiction and Fantasy
Course Code: ENG 325
Grade: 11, 12
Length of Class: Semester
Credit: 0.5 English   (CADR, NCAA)
Pre-requisite: English 101 and 201
Location: Sehome, Squalicum
While reading classic and contemporary Sci-� and Fantasy, 
students will discuss how these �ctional texts show us truths 
about our own world. In one semester we will travel to 
di�erent galaxies and strange worlds as individuals and in a 
group. For as Kurt Vonnegut said, “Only in books do we know 
what’s really going on.” 

Speech and Debate
Course Code: ENG 616
Grade Level:  9, 10, 11, 12
Length of Class: Semester 
Credit: 0.5 English or Elective   (NCAA) 
Location: Squalicum
Speech and Debate is an active course designed to ensure 
students acquire basic listening and oral communication 
skills and develop con�dence in speaking to groups on a 
variety of topics. While the course will include writing and 
researching, the main focus will be speaking and presenting. 
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level mathematics courses. �e course addresses key learning 
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understanding of data analysis, sampling, correlation/
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The Multilingual Learner Program is dedicated to 
building capacity at the district, school, and classroom 
levels to ensure that multilingual English learners 
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Coaching and Officiating
Course Code: PED 140, 141
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12
Length of Class: Semester
Credit: 0.5 PE or Elective
Location: Sehome, Squalicum
�is class is designed to spark student interest in the world of 
coaching and o�ciating. �e coaching aspect of this course 
will focus on managing a team, interpersonal relations with 
stakeholders, physical conditioning and teaching fundamental 
sports skills. �e o�ciating aspect of this course will focus on 
the the pathway to becoming an o�cial, the skillset required 
to be an o�cial in the community, habits of successful 
o�cials and ways to manage con�ict during game play.
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Racquet Sports
Course Code: PED 103
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12
Length of Class: Semester
Credit: 0.5 Physical Education 
�e course o�ers a variety of racket-based activities that 
will give students an opportunity to experience activities to 
enjoy for a lifetime. Course emphasizes the development of 
social skills and group interaction to encourage and assist 
individuals to maintain �tness for a lifetime. Activities may 
include games such as badminton, tennis, pickleball and table 
tennis. Fitness testing and nutrition education will be part of 
this course.

Strength Interval Training
Course Code: PED 114
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12
Length of Class: Semester
Credit: 0.5 Physical Education 
Strength Interval Training is designed for both beginners 
and advanced weight li�ers. Students will learn the basic 
fundamentals of weight training, strength training, circuit 
training and agility with overall �tness training and 
conditioning. Students will assess their current �tness level, 
identify areas for improvement and set goals for achievement. 
Fitness testing and nutrition will be part of this course.

Team Sports and Recreational Activities
Course Code: PED 111
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12
Length of Class: Semester
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AP Physics 1
Course Code: SCI 487, 488
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12
Length of Class: Year-long
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SCIENCE ELECTIVES 

Anatomy and Physiology
Course Code: SCI 441, 442
Grade Level: 11, 12
Length of Class: Year-long
Credit: 1.0 Lab Science  (CADR, NCAA)
Pre-requisite: Two years of science recommended
Location: Squalicum
Students will be introduced to the anatomy, physiology 
and pathology of the muscular, skeletal, circulatory and 
respiratory systems. �is course is recommended to students 
wishing to pursue a career in health-related professions. 
Instruction in this course will utilize such processes as guided 
discovery, problem solving, independent research, computer 
technology and practical labs. 

Applied Mechanics
Course Code: SCI 136, 137 
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12
Length of Class: Year-long 
Credit: 1.0 CTE, Lab Science, or third year math (CADR, 
NCAA)
�is is hands-on course, which combines Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Mathematics (STEM). Students will design, 
build and test mechanical mechanisms to successfully 
complete various challenges. Students will fabricate parts 
and build mechanisms using shop machinery including 
power tools, hand tools and CNC machinery. Most projects 
lead to a friendly competition where designs are put to the 
test. �e successful student will �nd this an excellent step 
toward success in Robotics Engineering. Applied Mechanics 
is designed for students interested in understanding technical 
careers and students wishing to further their understanding 
of the physical principles underlying modern technology. 
Applied Mechanics meets a lab science requirement at most 
colleges/universities and can serve as a third Science credit.

Forensics
Course Code: SCI 138, 139
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12 
Length of Class: Year-long





48 High School Course Catalog 2024-25

SOCIAL STUDIES continued

AP African American Studies
Course Code: HIS 480, 481
Grade Level: 11, 12
Length of Class: Year-long
Credit: 1.0 Social Studies or Elective
Location: Bellingham, Sehome, Squalicum
�is Advanced Placement course introduces students to 
African American life and culture by deepening their 
understanding of the past and present through an array of 
interdisciplinary perspectives from the arts, history, and 
social sciences. 

AP European History
Course Code: HIS 495/496 
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12
Length of Class: Year-long
Credit: 1.0 Social Studies Elective   (CADR, NCAA)
Pre-requisite: World History or AP Human Geography
Locations: Bellingham, Sehome 
AP European History is designed to be the equivalent of a 
two-semester introductory college or university European 
history course. In AP European History students investigate 
signi�cant events, individuals, developments, and processes 
in four historical periods from approximately 1450 to the 
present. Students develop and use the same skills, practices, 
and methods employed by historians: analyzing primary 
and secondary sources; developing historical arguments; 
making historical comparisons; and utilizing reasoning about 
contextualization, causation, and continuity and change 
over time. �e course also provides six themes that students 
explore throughout the course in order to make connections 
among historical developments in di�erent times and places: 
interaction of Europe and the world; poverty and prosperity; 
objective knowledge and subjective visions; states and other 
institutions of power; individual and society; and national 
and European identity.

History of Sports in America
Course Code: HIS 410 
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12
Length of Class: Semester
Credit: 0.5 Social Studies Elective (CADR, NCAA)
Location: Sehome
�e History of Sports in America will explore the role of 
sports in American life. �is is a course in America social 
and cultural history exploring issues such as race, class, 
gender, foreign policy, nationalism, religion, social protest, 
economics, industrialization, and urbanization as they 
relate to sports. Larger themes will include: racial prejudice, 
exclusion, and integration in sports; athleticism and the 
evolving ideas about masculinity and womanhood; the links 
between sport, patriotism, and national identity; sport as a 
vessel for political protest (both individual and nationally); 
the impact of sports gambling; and the impact of Title IX.

AP Human Geography
Course Code: HIS 691, 692 
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12
Length of Class: Year-long
Credit: 1.0 Social Studies Elective, satisfies the 
Contemporary World History requirement  (CADR, 
NCAA)
AP Human Geography is designed to introduce students to 
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Law and Society
Course Code: HIS 403  
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12
Length of Class: Semester 
Credit: 0.5 Social Studies Elective  (CADR, NCAA)
Location: Options
�is course provides a practical understanding of U.S. law 
and the legal system. Students will explore the Federal, State, 
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World Geography
Course Code: HIS 101 
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12
Length of Class: Semester 
Credit: 0.5 Social Studies Elective  (CADR, NCAA)
Location: Sehome 
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WORLD LANGUAGE COURSES
Students should select a second world language choice as 
an alternate in case their �rst choices have been �lled or 
are not available. 

AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE 

*T-American Sign Language 1
Course Code: WLA 101, 102
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12
Length of Class: Year-long
Credit: 1.0 World Language, Elective or CTE (CADR, NCAA)
Location: Sehome, Squalicum
ASL 1 introduces students to American Sign Language. Units 
of study are based on natural conversation topics including 
family, hobbies, interests, activities and storytelling. Students 
begin to develop cultural awareness to support respectful 
interactions with people in the Deaf community and 
appreciation for the contributions Deaf people have made to 
the world. �is class is taught almost entirely in ASL.

*T-American Sign Language 2
Course Code: WLA 103, 104
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12
Length of Class: Year-long
Credit: 1.0 World Language, Elective or CTE (CADR, NCAA)
Pre-requisite: American Sign Language 1
Location: Sehome, Squalicum
In ASL 2, students quickly increase their ability to sign 
and comprehend ASL. Units of study continue to build 
on conversational topics including describing people and 
things, making requests, asking for advice, giving opinions, 
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FRENCH

French 1
Course Code: WLF 101, 102
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12
Length of Class: Year-long
Credit: 1.0 World Language or Elective (CADR, NCAA)
French 1 is an introduction to the French language and 
culture. �e fundamentals of French pronunciation, 
conversation, grammar, and culture are presented through a 
balanced development of all four skills: listening, speaking, 
reading, and writing. �e importance of communication 
and cultural awareness is stressed through a wide variety of 
activities (group/pair work, native/authentic video and audio 
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WORLD LANGUAGE continued

GERMAN

German 1





56 High School Course Catalog 2024-25

SPANISH

Spanish 1
Course Code: WLS 101, 102
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12
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ADDITIONAL ELECTIVES
Academic Workshop 9-10
Course Code: ELE 204/205
Grade Level: 9, 10
Length of Class: Semester
Credit: 0.5 Elective
Have you ever wanted a class that would address your 
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Traffic Safety and Financial Education
Course Code: TSE 240/241
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12
Length of Class: Semester 
Credit: 0.25 CTE  and 0.25 Elective 
Pre-requisite: 15 years old before the first day of class 
�is course will focus on tra�c safety education and personal 
�nance through a blended semester developing student 
independence. �e tra�c safety education portion will cover 
the state requirements for earning a driver’s license in the 
state of Washington. Students are required to have a driving
permit within the 10 day window prior to the �rst day of
class or 7 days a�er class begins to remain in the class. Due
to high demand for this course, students who do not have
their driving permit within the designated time frame will be
directed to their counselor to choose an alternate class and 
will be dropped from Tra�c Safety. �e personal �nance 
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Bellingham Virtual Learning (BVL) is a web-based 
educational program of Bellingham Public Schools. It 
provides instructor-led online courses to high school 
students who want to learn remotely.  

BVL utilizes the learning platform called Imagine 
Learning (formerly called Edgenuity.) While the BVL 
courses are asynchronous, students are expected to 
log in every day and complete course work.  BVL is an 
ideal environment for a motivated learner who seeks 
the independence of completing coursework that runs 
“parallel” with the Bellingham Public Schools high 
school curriculum, and wants to learn asynchronously.  

Imagine Learning provides �exibility in accessing 
coursework in researched-based content with 
embedded videos and 100% online courses. Students 
and families who choose BVL must note that these 
courses follow a quick pace, require regular daily 
participation, and are as rigorous as a traditional 
classroom course. It is imperative that students remain 
self-motivated, disciplined, and consistent within each 
course to ensure that all assignments and requirements 
are completed on time in order to earn credit. 

BELLINGHAM VIRTUAL 
LEARNING

Students work at their own pace from home with a BVL 
teacher as the main contact/point person. �is teacher 
monitors student progress and helps answer student 
questions. Students are expected to complete 100% of 
each course in order to earn credit.

BVL courses operate under the umbrella of Alternative 
Learning Education (ALE) in Washington state. State 
ALE laws (WAC 392-121-182) require remote learning 
students to: 

1) have a Written Student Learning Plan (WSLP), 
2) maintain weekly contact with their instructors, and
3) make adequate progress in their online classes.

To see what courses are available through BVL, please 
visit bellinghamschools.org/online-learning or 
speak with your counselor.
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Meet with school counselors to 
confirm course requests using 

the timeline below. 

View your final course schedule 
using Skyward Student Access in 

August just prior to school starting.

Reminder: High school students 
are able to use Skyward Student 
Access throughout the year to view 
homework assignments, review 
attendance records, progress 
reports, look up grades and more.

Log-in to Skyward Student Access 
at bellinghamschools.org. See the 

“Skyward” quick-link on the top right of 
the homepage.

Log-in using existing student log-
ins and passwords for students 

in grades 9 through 11. Students in 
grade 8 will receive their log-ins and 
passwords from their schools. 

Pre-register/pre-select courses 
in Skyward Student Access after 

receiving registration materials. High 
school students should be registered 
by the end of the day March 7. Eighth 
graders (incoming grade 9) should be 
registered by March 28.

Middle school visits and registration: 

March 2024 — 
High school counselors will visit with 
all four middle schools in March and 
meet one-on-one with eighth graders to 
support ninth grade registration. 

Registration opens March 25.

Thursday, March 28 – Deadline for all 
eighth graders (incoming grade nine)  
to complete online registration process 
with a high school counselor. 

High school information nights for 
eighth grade families:

Bellingham High School – Monday, 
March 18 at 6:30 p.m. 

Options High School – Thursday, March 
21 at 6:30 p.m.  (For incoming grade 9 
students and other incoming students.)

Sehome High School – Monday, March 
18 at 6:30 p.m. 

Squalicum High School –Tuesday, 
March 18 at 6:30 p.m. 

Registration timeline for students in 
grades 9-11:

Feb. 14 to March 7– Counselors visit 
classrooms to share information and 
host information sessions. 

Students begin online registration. 

Wednesday, March 7– Final day for 
current grades 9-11 students to select 
courses and register online.

Students will use Skyward Student 
Access to pre-register from a web 
browser. Students can request a 
meeting with their counselor to 
confirm their course requests. 

More registration information will 
come directly from your high school.

registerregisterHOW TOHOW TO
FOR
COURSES

2

1 4

3
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All students register online at bellinghamschools.org

Bellingham, Options, Sehome and Squalicum High School

WINTER 2024 REGISTRATION DATESWINTER 2024 REGISTRATION DATES



BELLINGHAM HIGH SCHOOL 

2020 Cornwall Avenue, 98225-3698 
(360) 676-6575

bellingham.bellinghamschools.org
Principal Marty Atkins

  
OPTIONS HIGH SCHOOL 

2015 Franklin, 98225 
(360) 647-6871

options.bellinghamschools.org 
Principal Katie Jones

SEHOME HIGH SCHOOL 

2700 Bill McDonald Parkway, 98225
(360) 676-6481 

sehome.bellinghamschools.org 
Principal Sonia Cole

  
SQUALICUM HIGH SCHOOL 

3773 E McLeod Road, 98226-7728 
(360) 676-6471

squalicum.bellinghamschools.org 


